
African American educator, Booker T. Washington, (1856-1915), established the Tuskegee 
Normal and Industrial Institute [for the practical training of African Americans in trades 
and professions].  Mr. Washington wrote this letter, dated May 26, 1900, to Samuel 
Fessenden, trying to raise funds.  “…I write thinking that you might like to take some 
interest in our work.  Our students pay their own board, partly in cash and partly in labor, 
but are wholly unable to pay their tuition in addition…”


