
“Negroes Argue Their Own Case”
Excerpts from an  historic newspaper, the Vermont Watchman & State Journal, August 18, 1865 
issue, Montpelier, Vermont.  There is an article on page two entitled “Negroes Argue Their Own 
Case.”  It reads in part   “…We, the delegates of the colored people of the State of Virginia…to 
act and advise what is thought best to be done for the interests of the colored people of the State, 
and to give expression of our feelings and desires, do hereby appeal to the conscientious, 
sympathetic, and just judgment of the American people, solemnly declaring that we desire to live 
upon the most friendly and agreeable terms with all men; we feel no ill-will or prejudice 
towards our former oppressors and are willing and desire to forgive and forget the past…”

The article follows on pages two and three.  The fourth page shows a portion of the front page of 
this issue.








