“Negroes Argue Their Own Case”

Excerpts from an historic newspaper, the Vermont Watchman & State Journal, August 18, 1865
issue, Montpelier, Vermont. Thereis an article on page two entitled “Negroes Argue Their Own
Case.” lItreadsinpart “...\We, the delegates of the colored people of the Sate of Virginia...to
act and advise what is thought best to be done for the interests of the colored people of the State,
and to give expression of our feelings and desires, do hereby appeal to the conscientious,
sympathetic, and just judgment of the American people, solemnly declaring that we desire to live
upon the most friendly and agreeable terms with all men; we feel no ill-will or prejudice
towards our former oppressors and are willing and desire to forgive and forget the past...”

The article follows on pages two and three. The fourth page shows a portion of the front page of
thisissue.
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THE NEGROES ARGUE TUEIR OWN

?A Convention of Wirginia colored man met

| present; - Who doubtethe propriety of per=

| thought best to be done for the
| the colored people of the State, and to give

{live upon the most friendly. snd asgreeabls

Tall they can for our improvement snd. clev:

w] Wil of Giod, that it shall be as it is,

% huve submitted withopt

s CGARE. -

at Alexandris, on the 34 inst., snd sdopted.
e follow ing eluugent appesl,attor which throe
ronding cheers were given for the flag, snd
“ Rally ronnd the “Hag''- was sang by all
itting the awibor of thatappealto vote.? ;
" AFPRAE: “7 =
We, the delegates of the solored paople of |
the State of Virginia, in Convention ssembled
at Alexendria, Va., to act and advise what is
interesus of

expression of our feclings and desires, do
hereby appeal to  the conscientions, sympa-
thetie, and  just judgment of the Amaerican
people, aolemnly declaring thav we desire to

terms with all men; we Jeel no ill-will or
prejudics . towszds our Aformer - oppresaora |
ars williog and desirc to forgive and forge
the past, und so shape our future conduet &
shall promote our happinese, and the intares
of the eommunity in which we live ; and the
wa heliave that in this State we have sti -
many-warm and solid friends smongthe whi
people, sad that this portion of them will &

tion, that lor thie they Bave oor kind thank
‘and our constant prayers that the Lord
Hoste may Bleds them, anil strengthen ther
that they may atriva to piva us, ‘as & peopl ..

the civiliged world.
Bul, while we are free to aghnowledge.
that we have-said -sbove,. we mugt, on t"
other hand; be allowed to sver. and agsi t
| that we balieve that wa have among the whi 2
|people af this State many who are our me ¢
inveterate enemies, who haie us ms u clar ,
and whe fesl po sympathy with or for- u-;
whu despise us simply because we arc blac’,
and, more especially, beeause we have be. 1
i 20 shackin :

i

o 11 £ 8
méntionad—will not, in our estimastivn, |-
willing so_accord tu is, as {reemen; thet pr
tedtion which all freemen must contend far (F
they wounld be worthy of frecdom ; and ths),
whilo“wo econfeds that the state of thiog.
which how exist waas not ol onr making, 3
we believe it was tha intention, and s tl
f el o
which we give Him our wverlastiog thanks

We have ever been a people ol docility an
lobedience, though we have felt fur years thii

- been led to the shambles and sold like beagts

{'har sahla sons to arme, we gladly - went and
+ fought her battles, bul wo.were denied the

"of represcantotion ; we sre practically dehar-

i

that which is just and right.befory Gudoar-b

4ol cougress,
| from she long night of glodm and sorrow, we

darker than the carth ever witaesgel in the
oase of any other peg
We have been fore
tion ; to look on tbhe infernt
sonk groaning under the fush s var danghtors
ravisbed 3 oup wives ¥iolated, and our fre-
gides desolated ;  while we oureslves have

i ‘6';11.-9111:- and inng-

ternal cracle of our

of the field. ki g i
W hen the nation in her hour of trisl called

pay aceorded to others, antil public -opinion
demanded it, and even then ic was tardily

gronted.

Wea have fought and eonguered; but have
been denied the benefits of victory.

We hawe fought where victory guve us Do
glory, and where ceptivity muant cold blood-
ed murder vu the fisld, and no  black man
flinched. . We are taxed, but depied the right |

rod the right of trial by jury, and inatitotions
of lgarning which we help to suppors. are
closad agninst us.

Such being our wrongs, we submit to the
American people aod ta the world she follow-
ing declaration of our rights, ssking a ealm
consideration thereofs

Al men being born free and equal,” no
man or goverament has a right. to annul. res
peal, or render inoperative this fondamontsl
principle, excepi it be for crime; therafore
we sek the immediste epeal 6f all laws op-
wraling sgainst. us as & seperato olmes  of

ople. :

WThat an natives of American soil we olaim
the right to remain upon it, and that sny. ak-
tempt to remove, expatriaie, or colonize e
in any other I&udﬁg_&!_ﬁiﬂpur will is  unjust,
for here we wors botn aud  for _thia sonaty
wur fathers have fought, and we hope to re-
muin here in the fu.ﬁ. enjoyment ol enfran=
chised manhood and’its digoities. _ As. giti-
zene of the republic we elaim  the righte of
citizena ; wa elairn that weare "By Tight en-
titled to respect; that slbodue  acteation
should be given tu ouc 2 ;- that propse

) given for onr eearvices ;
that  the wr ai and privileges ol all
‘other citizena and defendera of the nution’s.
bhonor should be conteded to ws., We o

claim
the right o be heard in the State Legisiatare,
in all the courls of the country, sad  tho hall
That, emorging 66, We. ard,

are cntitled to, and ¢l-im the sympathy and
nid of the gutirs Christian - world. . We. ln-
voke the donaiderate sid of mankind in this
erisis of our historyend in this boupof trial.”’

the _;.ondillen of slavery was a curse upon v,
imposed by might aod not 'by right, yetw
any act. of oura: 1
‘|avenge onradlves upon those who bad go los
‘oppressed us, #s 8 Tece ol men, Maoy ..
them trested us as. bruies of the field, 1
all this we counfoss wo see the band of. an al.
‘wise God, who hoa seen fic to hold the  pae
| eions of His African children umtil He sa»
1Bt to stir the passions of the twa sections.
‘i the sonntry——that. both Norih .and . Souwin
| should guffer for the sin.of slavery.
L having been dope, it has left ua in a state o,
ghuos  and disorganization ;. ond while  wa
sympathize for the condition of the sountry,
wo do believe and recognize in it the hand of
fan all-wise (God, and believe He will do. all

.| things right,

In this state of chaps and disorganization
‘aré we assembled here to-day, o appeal to
the citiseng of the State of Virginia oand to

jithe Qovarnment of the United States for that

| protection which we 80 much need, and. for
which freetmen in sll nges have conted. Wa,
in our present condition, are without protec-
tion, a0 far as 1he laws of "the State are con-
corned, and but for the stromg srm of the

--s-u
m" the |look for that protection Shich ia guspntial for
- proparty,

belongs

military, we feel that we have nowhere to

the safety of our peranwme ar onr
Lt TisRaS j ' iile wo. dad

This |

These are n pun{un wf our rights as men,
' ws puirivie, as citisens, and e children of &
common Father and that we may realize and
| retain thom, this ls our purpose. We confide
| our ceuse to the just God, whose henign aid
. we most solemnly invoka.

P

Kenrovory Bieeriow.—Tha Chicago Tri-
bune of Wedneaday last has the fellowing
paragraph -eoncetning - the recent cleciion in
Kentuchy 213

“The elestion' in Kentucky has probakbly
resulted in: the defsat of the emancipition
amendment by o decizive majority. The an-
gient Bourbone 6Fthat Btate, who lasrn noth-
ing and forget nnthing, have carried s major-
| ity of the Legislatareand & mijoricy of the
delegation 1o Cosgressi They heave woted
practically to be crushed between tho upper
wnd nether millstonas of f~edom in Ohio “and
Tennessso. They oaf, of conrse; have as
much aa they desire of this.sort of grinding.
The following istha subhstance of the retwarns
received up to the present time : -

- Congressmen

1. L. 8. Tremble, pro-slavery, elected.

2. {deo, H. Yeaman, emancipstion, re-
elected. . :

4. Henry Grider, pro-slavery, re-elented.

4, Aaron Hardifgopro-slavery, re-elected.

*

THatchman & Statr Journal
BY H.F. WALTON
MONTPELIER, AUG. 18, 1885.

The tolegraph has given a story from
Washington, to the effect that the Cabinet
has had an exciting time over the reconstrue-
tion guestion, and that the President declared
his intention #6 stick to the policy he has en-
tered wpon in spite of uli opposition. Now
we vensure to sey that this is of the sensation

jaort of atuff, a goess at the tople discussed

in a eabinet meeting, and not worth the eoat
of ftelegraphing it." President Johnsom un-
doubtedly adopted his pulicy (which is said
to be that of President Lineoln) with the
coneent of the cabinet ; he has issued his
Proclamstions and appointed provisional gov-
ernors,and they have called State vonventions
aodappointed elections therafor—or all but two.
Pray whet is or.can be changed; or-what rea-
son-eaists for any change provided a “change
be -possible ¥ Has sny bedy in the cabinet
found out that the poliey will - be a4 failure !
We doabt whether any bodydn it; Presidents
Lincoln and Johnson inciuded, ever was very
sanguine of success, -or rather of immediste
success. . The line which Gen., Grant fought
on for o yosr proved to bea wery good ocne
at last, but itled through a Wilderoess  al-
most ns fatal as thas through which she chil-
dren of Israsl passed from hondage to the
Lpromised lands: The President’s line for re-
construction may bea good one; too, ‘but we
vhink it is to bave its wilderness. - There may
be hard fighting and many rebuffa on both
sides of the line; we expect them ; and we
do oot expect & satiafactory ecttlemont wntil

to hear npon rel : i
power of the drmy was hrought to bear upon
‘rebels fnarms. (To that shaps the guéstion
would come under any policy, and itis jue!
as well 10 look the thing in whe face and mee!
it under the President's poliesy. We see nt
redson for ‘desiring ‘any chunge because thi
peuple of the southern statés will not, in al
human prebability,sdopt satisfaclory constitu
tiona. Wae dn nob expect then to do it aoti
they better understand their own ‘neceusitiel
aud Ltheir daties both to the nation and thei
own people ; "and we do not expect them 4
do that for some time yet. The FPresiden
bas given them the opportunity fo try ; an
that, we have no doubt, is the length anm
breadth of what is called the President's puli
ey. We do not suppose he is pledged to ne
cept of ‘sny Biate metion, right or wrong, o
that hie hus any desire to have it anythin
buat right. In & word we suppose he is an
will be just as free ne is and will ha Congres

and the peaple th teal the constivution of aae
Swate when it shall be presented.

Preeidents and Googress have never hesi
isted in reapeet to the conatitutions formed b
the peopls of new Gtates, and we do not se
why they shonld hesitate to scrutinize. th
work of themew poople of old states.. O
course we know that some people’s heads ar
grill muddled with what are termed Stal
HRight doetrines ; and the whole country he
been terribly muddled with them too, at th
cost of & rebellion and four years of war.-
We are as jealous of State rights as any bod;

s Liovell Ho Rouseau, vmsncipationy2000

[eullng. as & citizen of one of the small slate
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