
Discharge & Final Statement for African American Soldier on the Western Frontier

Recruited by the Army after the Civil War, four regiments of African Americans served in the Western Frontier, 
building forts, hunting outlaws, protecting railroad workers and fighting Indians.  The Indians called these men from 
the 24th and 25th Infantry, and the 9th and 10th Calvary, “Buffalo Soldiers” because their curly hair resembled that of the 
buffalo.  

Discharge papers for Private Abram Day of the 24th Regiment, dated May 13, 1875, settle amounts due to the soldier
and to the United States.  This document, known as the “Final Statement,” gives personal information about Private 
Day, including appearance, place of birth (Galatin, Tennessee) and prior occupation (farmer) along with a reiteration of 
the amount of pay due upon discharge. Private Day was discharged “…by reason of Expiration of time of service.”



Discharge & Final Statement for “Buffalo Solider” (side 2)


